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Tutorial G01.4 Answer Key 
 

G01.4 Exercises 
 
Question 1. Suppose sexual harassment is defined as any unwelcome sexual behavior 
or conduct which is offensive, humiliating, or intimidating. How would you answer the 
question of whether telling sexual jokes constitutes sexual harassment? 
 
Answer: Responses will vary; a sample response follows. 
 
First, I would define the problem. In this case, defining the problem involves specifying a 
definition of sexual harassment and providing examples to illustrate typical cases that 
satisfy this definition. The prompt itself provides a definition of sexual harassment, so it 
remains for me to provide the examples. Second, having given illustrative examples, I 
would determine the kind of problem at hand. I maintain that the problem is a mix of an 
empirical and a conceptual problem. The empirical problem is whether telling sexual 
jokes amounts to unwelcome conduct, and whether the joke telling is offensive, 
humiliating, or intimidating. To solve this problem, I would consider some specific sexual 
jokes. Because whether a joke is offensive, humiliating, or intimidating and whether the 
joke is welcome depends on audience, I would also consider different contexts in which 
jokes might be told: what is offensive or unwelcome to one audience might not be so to 
another. The conceptual problem is whether telling sexual jokes is sexual behavior or 
conduct. The solution to this problem depends upon what it means for a behavior to be 
sexual, and in particular whether a particular kind of speech act (e.g., joke telling with 
sexual content) can be sexual conduct or behavior. To solve this conceptual problem, I 
would identify paradigm cases of sexual behavior and conduct, and I would determine 
whether telling sexual jokes is relevantly similar to these cases. Such cases clearly 
include overt intercourse, but they also include flirting of a sexual nature. Because 
flirting does not involve intercourse but occurs by virtue of the sexual content and 
innuendo in the flirting, and because telling sexual jokes also involves behavior with 
sexual content and innuendo, I would argue that telling sexual jokes is a kind of sexual 
behavior. Accordingly, my answer to the question is that if an audience finds a sexual 
joke both unwelcome and either offensive, humiliating, or intimidating, then the joke 
telling is sexual harassment; however, if the joke is welcome or neither offensive, 
humiliating, nor intimidating, then the joke telling is not sexual harassment. 
 
Question 2. Describe how you might answer the question of whether animals have 
languages. 
 
Answer: Responses will vary; a sample response follows. 
 
First, I would define the problem. In this case, the problem involves specifying relevantly 
different kinds of animals (e.g., primates, pets, dolphins, and so on) and also specifying 
what it might mean to have a language. I would argue that it is possible for a being to 
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have a language even though humans cannot decipher the language and that what it 
means to have a language is to possess an ability to communicate information, via 
some kind of bodily signaling, to other beings of one’s species in a way that produces 
regular and predictable effects on their behavior. Second, having defined my problem, I 
would determine the kind of problem at hand. This problem strikes me as an empirical 
one: whether animals of various kinds are able to communicate information, via some 
kind of bodily signaling, to other beings of one’s species in a way that produces regular 
and predictable effects on their behavior. The evidence I have available to me, from 
watching television shows about nature and visiting zoos, suggests that this is the case 
for many animals with which we are familiar: dolphins, elephants, dogs, and so on. 


