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Tutorial MA05 Answer Key 
 

M05.1 Exercises 
 
Question 1. Consider the following dialogue: 
 

Teacher A: Cindy is the best student in class. 
Teacher B: No, she is not. Betty is better because Betty has more A grades. 
Teacher A: No. Cindy is the best because her average grade is higher than 
Betty’s. 
Teacher B: You are wrong. Betty is the best! 
Teacher A: YOU are wrong! Cindy is the best! 
 

If you have to choose between the definitions offered by teachers A and B, whose 
definition will you pick and why? 
 
Answer: Responses will vary. See the sample answers below. 
 
Sample Answer 1: I pick the definition from Teacher A. How good a student is should be 
judged based upon consistent performance over a long term. If Betty has a lower 
average grade than Cindy despite having more A grades than Cindy, then Betty must 
also have more grades lower than Cindy too. It seems that Cindy more reliably achieves 
a decent grade, whereas Betty alternates between A grades and grades lower than 
Cindy’s. Thus, Cindy shows more consistent performance over a long term. 
 
Sample Answer 2: I pick the definition from Teacher B. How good a student is should be 
judged based upon the amount of achievement. Betty has more achievement than 
Cindy, because she has more A grades than Cindy.  
 
Question 2. Can you give your own examples of factual and verbal disputes? 
 
Answer: Responses will vary. For verbal disputes, it is easiest to think of disagreements 
involving matters of aesthetic taste. 
 
Sample Verbal Dispute 

A. Pluto is a planet. It is a large celestial body that orbits the sun. 
B. No, Pluto is not a planet. It is too tiny and does not have enough mass to be a 
planet. 

 
Sample Factual Dispute: 
 

A. There is no global warming. I live in a traditionally hot region, and we had frost 
in May. 
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B. Yes, there is global warming. Climates around the globe undergo weather 
events well outside the range of normal. 

 


