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Tutorial MA04 Answer Key 
 

M04.3 Exercise 
 
According to Clinton, when he denied that he has engaged in sexual relations, this is 
the definition of “sexual relations” that he uses. The definition is actually taken from a 
particular court case:  
 

A person engages in ‘sexual relations’ when the person knowingly engages in or 
causes contact with the genitalia, anus, groin, breast, inner thigh, or buttocks of 
any person with an intent to arouse or gratify the sexual desire of any person. 

 
Here is Clinton’s explanation why he did not engage in sexual relations: 
 

If the deponent [the person who is testifying] is the person who has oral sex 
performed on him, then the contact is with – not with anything on that list, but 
with the lips of another person. It seems to be self-evident that that’s what it is…. 
Let me remind you, sir, I read this carefully. ... any person, reasonable person 
would recognize that oral sex performed on the deponent falls outside the 
definition. 

 
Suppose we accept the above definition of sexual relations. Should we then accept 
Clinton’s argument that he did not engage in sexual relations when he received oral 
sex? Or should we say that receiving oral sex also counts as engaging in sexual 
relations? If you are a lawyer trying to argue for the second position, how would you go 
about defending your position? 
 
Answer: If receiving oral sex is passive so that oral sex is something one has performed 
on oneself, then the receiver (e.g., Clinton) does not cause the giver to contact his 
sexual organs. However, if Clinton caused Monica to contact his sexual organ instead, 
then having oral sex performed on him means Clinton engaged in sexual relations. 
Because the Clinton affair involves the latter, we should not accept Clinton’s argument, 
and we should say that receiving oral sex also counts as engaging in sexual relations. 
(Your answer might vary. Notice that, in this answer, a lawyer pursuing the argument 
would need to show that Clinton caused Monica to contact his sexual organ.) 
 
 
 


