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Greenberg, Susan H. “Taking Technology Out of the Classroom.” Newsweek,  

September 17, 2009.  
http://blog.newsweek.com/blogs/techtonicshifts/archive/2009/09/17/taking-technology-
out-of-the-classroom.aspx 
 

 
 Over the past 10 years, technology has become prevalent in the classroom. More teachers 

are now relying on whiteboards, computers, and other audio and media tools to complement their 

instruction. Although teenagers are often more skilled with technology than their ancestors, have 

classrooms taken the use of technology too far? In the article “Taking Technology Out of the 

Classroom,” author Susan H. Greenberg argues that technology often replaces necessary 

instruction. She proposes a decrease or elimination of technology in the classroom.  

According to Greenberg, many educational institutions have adopted the notion that 

“more is better.” Although classrooms are often well equipped with technology, there has not 

been conclusive proof that technology increases achievement or learning. Actually, students are 

becoming more “passive,” rather than really discussing class topics and exploring and analyzing 

new ideas. Teachers and students are listening and watching more than they are talking, 

debating, and exploring new ideas.  

Greenberg offered suggestions for decreasing technology in the classroom while still 

allowing students to utilize it when working outside of school. A music teacher, mentioned in the 

article, has students listen to podcasts outside of class. They later discuss the podcasts during 

instructional time. Students have become more interested in the topics through active discussion 

and, as a direct result, their grades have risen. In a recent research study, many college students 
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claimed that they often find PowerPoint presentations dull and prefer classes in which they can 

truly participate and the teacher shows a lot of passion for the subject matter.  

In my own role as an integrated English language arts teacher, I felt that this article was 

somewhat useful. While I want to deliver instruction that is engaging to students, where they feel 

that they are active participants and can freely exchange their opinions and ideas, I still feel that 

technology has an important place in the classroom. I do not believe that technology should be 

used in isolation as the only teaching method; rather, it should be used in conjunction with 

lecture and discussion. After all, we all learn in different ways and have different strengths. 

(Some students learn best by listening, some by seeing, some by hands-on activities, etc.) 

Technology gives us the means to deliver instruction in many different ways and make it more 

interesting for students. After all, students are constantly using technology outside of the 

classrooms, and while technology is constantly changing, our ways of delivering instruction 

should also evolve and align with the modern world.  

In conclusion, technology can be a positive and negative force in the classroom. While 

Greenberg feels that technology is overused and often replaces valuable lecture and discussion, 

there are ways to balance technology usage and instruction. Whether teachers have students 

utilize technology outside of school and discuss it during class time or incorporate it into their 

lessons, we need not lose sight of the value of technology. Computers are quickly replacing 

traditional notebooks, and teachers need to adapt. As Bob Dylan once sang, “The times they are 

a-changin’.”  


