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K12ELA8: Unit 4 
Subunit 4.6.2 Assessment 

“Speaking, Listening, and Language” 
Answer Key 

 
NOTE: What follows is only a sample answer, and the range of potentially correct 
responses is large. The nature of literature allows for numerous interpretations based 
on the text. Your responses will reflect your unique perspective, but they should also be 
supported by factual details from the text. Review the sample response and then 
evaluate yours using the rubric that follows:  
 
1. Sentences written in the active voice feature the subject of the sentence performing 
the action. For example, in the sentence “My sister threw the ball,” the action of 
throwing the ball is being done by “my sister.” Passive sentences show the subject of 
the sentence being acted upon. For example, the above sentence written passively 
would read as follows: “The ball was thrown by my sister.” Writers should use the active 
voice whenever possible because it creates clearer, less wordy sentences. Passive 
voice should be avoided, although there are exceptions, such as when the “doer” or 
subject of a sentence is unknown or unneeded or when the writer wants to focus on the 
action rather than who or what is performing the action.  
 
4 3 2 1 
Response is clearly 
written in complete 
sentences, with no 
serious errors.  
 
All elements of the 
prompt are 
addressed, 
including the 
following: 
–the difference 
between active and 
passive voice; 
–why active voice is 
better; 
–exceptions. 

Response is clear 
and complete but 
may contain small 
errors in grammar 
and mechanics.  
 
All elements of the 
prompt are 
addressed, 
including the 
following: 
–the difference 
between active and 
passive voice; 
–why active voice is 
better; 
–exceptions. 

Response may lack 
the clarity of a 3 and 
may contain 
multiple errors in 
grammar and 
mechanics.  
 
One of the three 
following elements 
may be missing or 
not fully explained: 
–the difference 
between active and 
passive voice; 
–why active voice is 
better; 
–exceptions. 

Response is too 
brief to address all 
the elements of the 
prompt, or it is long 
enough but 
completely off topic. 
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NOTE: The correct responses for questions 2–9 are in bold. 
 
2. My favorite activities are reading,  running,  and dancing. 
 
3. Mrs. Bradley,  my math teacher,  gives extra help every morning before school. 
 
4. Monday,  Wednesday,  and Friday are my busiest days. 
 
5. The best students are conscientious,  hard-working,  and organized. 
 
6. My science project is due tomorrow;  I also need to write an essay. 
 
7. Traveling is a lot of fun;  however, it’s always nice to come home again. 
 
8. It is very cold out;  I will make sure to wear a scarf. 
 
9. Some teachers are very strict about deadlines;  some are very flexible. 
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