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K12ELA8: Unit 4	  
Subunit 4.6.1 Assessment	  

“Reading and Writing”	  
	  

NOTE: What follows are only sample answers, and the range of potentially correct 
responses is large. The nature of literature allows for numerous interpretations based 
on the text. Your responses will reflect your unique perspective, but they should also be 
supported by factual details from the text.	  
	  
1. NOTE: Here is a sample Venn diagram:	  

	  
NOTE: Here is a sample three-paragraph response:	  
	  
 O. Henry’s short story “After Twenty Years” features two old friends keeping an 
appointment they’d made with each other 20 years before. Jimmy, slightly older than his 
friend, remained in New York and became a police officer. Bob, who wanted to leave 
New York, went out west hoping to make a lot of money. Though the two men came 
from similar modest backgrounds, their lives after they separated took very different 
paths.	  
	  
 From the story’s opening lines, you can tell that Jimmy is very serious about his 
work as a police officer and appears to be very good at it. However, he does not let his 
skills go to his head. In spite of being on the job, he still tries to keep his appointment 
with Bob, which showed that he valued their friendship. Even though 20 years had 
passed, he still remembered that he’d made a promise to a friend. 	  
	  
 Bob came from the same neighborhood as Jimmy but felt he needed to leave 
New York in order to become successful. He wore a diamond pin on his coat, so he 
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probably made a lot of money, which was what he’d wanted. Unlike Jimmy, he liked to 
talk about his success and had a big ego. Unfortunately, it appears that he did not earn 
his money legally, because at the end of the story he gets arrested. His friend Jimmy 
recognized him as a wanted man but did not have the heart to arrest his old friend.	  
	  
	  
NOTE: Use the following rubric to evaluate your Venn diagram and three-paragraph 
response:	  
	  

4	   3	   2	   1	  

Venn diagram 
contains multiple 
relevant examples. 	  
	  
Response is clearly 
written in complete 
sentences, with no 
serious errors. 	  
	  
Written piece 
includes all or most 
of the examples 
from the Venn 
diagram.	  
	  

Venn diagram 
contains multiple 
examples but may 
be slightly less 
relevant than a 4. 	  
	  
Response is clear 
and complete but 
may contain small 
errors in grammar 
and mechanics. 	  
	  
Written piece 
includes all or most 
of the examples 
from the Venn 
diagram.	  

Venn diagram lacks 
quality examples.	  
	  
Response may lack 
the clarity of a 3 and 
may contain 
multiple errors in 
grammar and 
mechanics. 	  
	  
Written piece 
suffers from lack of 
relevant information 
in the Venn 
diagram.	  

Venn diagram is 
incomplete or has 
significant incorrect 
or irrelevant 
information.	  
	  
Response is too 
brief to address all 
the elements of the 
prompt, or it is long 
enough but 
completely off topic.	  

	  
2. NOTE: Here is a sample two-paragraph response:	  
	  
 The power of friendship and the loyalty it inspires is the theme of “After Twenty 
Years.” O. Henry’s story had a simple plot: two friends meeting after 20 years and 
catching up on their lives. Bob, one of the two men, does not realize he’s talking to his 
old friend Jimmy, who became a police officer. Though Jimmy does not say much, we 
learn that he’s an honest police officer and good at his job. Bob talks of his great 
success and accompanying wealth, but he also still values his old friendship and plans 
to wait for Jimmy’s arrival. He is unaware that the officer he’s talking to is his old friend.	  
	  
 The setting of New York, as the place where they grew up, helps show the 
difference in the two men’s lives but is part of their common history. One of them tried to 
find success in new places while the other was content to remain in his hometown. 
However, the fact that Bob traveled a great distance to keep a 20-year-old appointment 
shows that he remembers his old friend and wants to be loyal to him. O. Henry throws in 
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a twist at the end, showing that Jimmy’s loyalty to Bob remains even though Bob has 
become a criminal.	  
NOTE: Use the following rubric to evaluate your response:	  
	  

4	   3	   2	   1	  

Response is clearly 
written in complete 
sentences, with no 
serious errors. 	  
	  
Plot, setting, and 
character are all 
addressed and 
connected to the 
theme. 	  
	  
Supporting details 
from the text are 
included.	  
	  

Response is clear 
and complete but 
may contain small 
errors in grammar 
and mechanics. 	  
	  
Plot, setting, and 
character are all 
addressed but 
connections to the 
theme may be less 
clear than a 4. 	  
	  
Supporting details 
from the text are 
included. 	  

Response may lack 
the clarity of a 3 and 
may contain 
multiple errors in 
grammar and 
mechanics. 	  
	  
Response may be 
missing one or more 
elements, or it may 
lack clarity or 
supporting details 
from the text.	  

Response is too 
brief to address all 
the elements of the 
prompt, or it is long 
enough but 
completely off topic. 	  

	  


