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Characterization 
 

Characterization is the method an author uses to teach readers about a character. There are 
several ways that an author teaches readers about characters. The most common are through a 
character’s: 
 
Speech – What characters say and how they say it 
 
For example, in Peter Pan, Mrs. Darling puts her hand over her heart and exclaims about 
Wendy, “Oh, why can’t you remain like this forever!” This single sentence teaches readers that 
Mrs. Darling wishes that Wendy could stay an innocent child forever. The author doesn’t tell us 
this directly, but we infer it from Mrs. Darling’s words. 
 
Thoughts – What a character thinks about 
 
In Peter Pan, Mrs. Darling is puzzled by the children talking about their adventures with Peter. 
She thinks about this situation a great deal and begins to remember hearing about Peter during 
her own childhood. Through her thoughts, we learn that Mrs. Darling is worried about what is 
going on with her children and that she knows about Peter from her childhood. 
 
Effect on Other Characters 
 
What other characters think, feel, and say about a character teaches readers a great deal. For 
example, we learn that Wendy is sometimes annoyed by Peter’s arrogant nature. Through this, 
we learn that Peter is impressed with himself and can be arrogant. 
 
Actions – What a character does/how a character acts 
 
We can learn about what a character enjoys or is feeling through the character’s actions. For 
example, if a character smiles, a reader can infer that the character is happy, or if a character is 
sobbing we infer that the character is sad. 
 
Looks – Description of what they look like, wear, etc. 
 
Authors often directly tell readers details about characters’ appearances so that a reader is able to 
visualize what they look like. 
 
The acronym S.T.E.A.L. can help you remember the different ways authors teach readers about 
characters in a story. 


