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Rubric for Narrative Essay: Facing Challenges 
Tracy Derrell 

 
While rubrics are typically used to evaluate finished products, they can also be useful 
tools to use while you write. Read through this during the writing process to remind 
yourself what you want your finished draft to look like. Refer to it again when you work 
on your second draft, as it may help you identify areas in need of improvement. 
 
 
Key:  
4. Excellent 
3. Good 
2. Fair, needs some improvement 
1. Poor, needs significant improvement 
 

 

Category 4 3 2 1 

Ideas Your ideas are 
interesting, original, 
and clearly meaningful 
to you. 

Your ideas are 
interesting, original, 
and meaningful, but 
they may be lacking 
some of the "punch" 
of a 4. 

Your ideas were ok--
either you didn't 
develop them 
enough or you could 
have chosen 
something stronger. 

Your ideas may 
have had potential, 
but they were not 
well executed. 

Use of Detail You have multiple 
vivid details supporting 
your key ideas. 

You have details, 
but they may lack 
the strength of a 4, 
or they may not be 
as plentiful. 

You really don't have 
sufficient details to 
illustrate your ideas. 

Your ideas are 
completely 
irrelevant or 
seriously lacking in 
number. 

Capitalization Capitalization is 
correct throughout the 
essay. 

There are 1-2 items 
that are incorrectly 
capitalized. 

There are 3-5 errors 
in capitalization. 

There are more 
than 6 errors in 
capitalization. 

Sentence 
Fluency 

Your sentences vary in 
length. You also did 
not overuse sentence 
beginnings. 

There are 1-2 run-
ons or choppy 
sentences. You may 
overuse certain 
sentence 
beginnings. 

Your sentences 
don't sound 
"smooth." You have 
definite patterns in 
your beginnings and 
some sentences are 
choppy or wordy. 

Your piece has 
multiple issues with 
run-on sentences, 
choppiness, 
wordiness, and 
patterns in 
beginnings. 

Organization Your writing is clearly 
organized into an 
introduction, a body, 
and a conclusion. 
Your piece follows a 
logical time structure 
(i.e., chronological). 

Your writing is 
clearly organized 
into an introduction, 
a body, and a 
conclusion. 
However, there may 
be small issues with 
the time structure. 

You may have 
neglected to 
organize your writing 
into paragraphs OR 
there are many 
issues with time 
structure. 

Your piece has 
major problems 
with paragraph 
organization AND 
time structure. 
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Evidence of 
Proofreading 

You clearly proofread 
your writing, and as a 
result, your paper is 
entirely, or almost 
entirely, error free. 

You likely proofread 
your writing, but 
there were a few 
items (2-4) you 
should have caught. 

You missed 4-7 
errors in grammar, 
spelling, and 
punctuation, that you 
should have caught. 

You clearly did not 
proofread your 
writing at all, as 

shown by the high 

number of errors.  
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