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The British Empire in North America 
 
Englishmen and Native Americans 
 
There were thousands of native peoples and nations living in what became the eastern 
United States, with their own complex alliances, feuds, and trade networks. 
 
One of the most significant events in the history of the colonies was King Philip's War, in 
1676, between English settlers in New England and local Indian groups including the 
Wampanoag, Nipmuch, and Narragansett. 
 
The Powhatan Confederacy of Algonquians powerfully shaped the history of colonial 
Virginia. 
 
The most serious Indian conflict in the Southern colonies was the fighting associated 
with Bacon's Rebellion in Virginia in 1676. 
 
Many Indian peoples practiced some form of slavery among Natives, and until late in 
the seventeenth century, European settlers in the eastern colonies captured and 
enslaved Indians and traded them as slaves. 

 
Bacon's Rebellion  
 
Bacon's Rebellion was an uprising in 1676 in the Virginia Colony in North America, led 
by a 29-year-old planter, Nathaniel Bacon. 
 
King Philip's War  
 
King Philip's War, sometimes called the First Indian War, Metacom's War, Metacomet's 
War, or Metacom's Rebellion, was an armed conflict between Native American 
inhabitants of present-day New England and English colonists and their Native 
American allies in 1675–78. 
 
Powhatan Confederacy  
 
The Powhatan (also spelled Powatan and Powhaten) is the name of a Virginia Indian 
confederation of tribes. 
 
Most of the tribes of the northeastern United States and southeastern Canada belonged 
to the Algonquian linguistic stock. The original name for the Delawares was "Lanape", 
and there is some evidence that they may have had contact with the Dutch as early as 
1609. Squeezed between the Iroquois League in New YorkState, the Susquehannocks, 
and the more southern Powhatan Confederacy, part of the Lenape moved on west and 
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part stayed to become dependent on and eventually, to some degree, to fuse with the 
European settlers. By 1650 they were living in southern Ohio and northern Kentucky, 
where they remained for several years. Then, after quarrels with neighbors, they 
dispersed somewhat, from the Gulf Coast to the Delaware Valley in western New 
Jersey. 
 
Early Spanish, French, and English colonists in the southeastern United States 
encountered a 50-settlement group known as the Creek Indian Confederacy in an 
area now consisting of Alabama and Georgia. The confederacy included various 
peoples with several languages, including Chickasaw and Choctaw. To the north of the 
Creek also lived the Cherokees, some 60 thousand strong in about 100 settlements. On 
the lower Mississippi were the Natchez, inheritors of the Mississippian Culture. 
 
In 1675 serious Indian troubles began in the so-called King Philip's War, led by 
Metacom, chief of the Wampanoag and called King Philip by the English. Philip was 
killed in August of 1676, and most of his Indians were captured. The women and 
children were used as house servants and the men were shipped to the West Indies as 
slaves. 
 
The Indians of the Tidewater at the time of the planting of the Jamestown colonywere 
the powerful Powhatan Confederacy (Tsenacommacah). They were Algonquians. The 
local chief at the time of the Jamestown founding was Powhatan, whose daughter was 
the famous Pocahontas, captured in 1613 by Samuel Argall to be used to influence the 
chief to make peace. She married John Rolfe in 1614, visited England and died there in 
1617, though her son Thomas survived. 
 
The Virginia Company was reorganized in 1619, and a new leadership was established 
under Captain George Thorpe, a pious Anglican. In 1622 Opechancanough, successor 
to Chief Powhatan, rebelled and massacred some 300 whites, burying an axe in 
Thorpe's skull. Thereafter the settlers waged a relentless war against the Indians, 
burning and pillaging their villages and cutting down or carrying off their crops. The 
second and last major conflict in the Tidewater was the 1644 massacre, plotted again 
by the aged Opechancanough, with more than 500 colonists killed. One out of every 16 
Virginians perished. 
 
The most serious Indian conflict in the latter half of the century was the fighting 
associated with Bacon's rebellion. Susquehannocks had moved into the Potomac area 
and whites continued to be killed. Nathaniel Bacon and his neighbors surprised the 
Occanechees, who were allies of the Susquehannocks, burning and capturing their fort 
and killing almost all the Indians. Hostilities flared along thefrontier and, in June of 1676, 
Governor Berkeley authorized a full campaign against the natives, with Bacon as 
commander. When Bacon became sick and died, however, Berkeley regrouped and 
had Bacon's followers executed and theirproperty confiscated. Although he then 
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negotiated another treaty with the Indians, the whites continued their destruction, so that 
by 1700 there were only approximately 1,400 natives left in the Tidewater. Near the end 
of the century, the depleted Powhatans were led by the Queen of Pamunkey, who 
accepted a tributary status to the whites. The English policy of encouraging tribal 
rivalries, of dividing and conquering, had succeeded. 
 
In time both Negro and Indian slavery assumed more and more importance in Virginia. 
Young Indians were taken into apprenticeships, but often the terms never expired and in 
essence it was still slavery. According to a 1669 law, foreign—that is, non-Virginian—
Indians captured in war, along with those imported by sea and sold, were to remain 
slaves for life. A frequent reason for the hostilities with Indian enemies and allies, alike, 
was the opportunity to capture slaves. The Indians themselves kept slaves and had 
severe punishments for runaways. They severed their Achilles tendons or cut off their 
toes and half of their feet, carefully folding the skin over the stumps so that they would 
heal. The slaves could then work in the field, but could hardly run away again. 
 
Carolina, established relatively late, nevertheless soon had an Indian slave tradethat 
overshadowed other mainland colonies. In the later part of the century, these normally 
came from the interior and were marched in large numbers to the coast for sale to 
English purchasers. As in Africa, natives captured and sold other natives. Westos, 
Savannahs, Lower Creeks, and Yamasees, among others, raided remote towns and 
brought their prisoners to Charleston. 
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