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POLSC 333 

Assessment #2 

“Comparing Political Parties” 

 

 

Summary 

The United States has only two major political parties: the Democrats and the Republicans. 

These parties have a duopoly, meaning that they share almost all the political power in the 

country.  Throughout most of the 20th century the Republican and Democratic parties alternated 

in power at a national level.  

 

Seventy-five percent of registered U.S. voters currently belong to either the Democratic or 

Republican party.  Vastly differing Americans, with vastly differing backgrounds, living in 

vastly differing regions of the nation collectively appear to be divided almost equally—at least 

judging by the results of recent major elections during which the electorate split near evenly 

between liberal Democratic principles and more conservative Republican ideology. 

 

The differing political ideologies of Democrats, who generally favor governmental involvement 

and income redistribution from the rich to the needy, and Republicans, who favor the market 

economy, personal responsibility and lower tax burdens are clearly demonstrated in their 

position on the major issues of the day.  With a presidential election near, and most Americans 

split close down the middle on many of the issues key to our country’s future, next year’s 

election is once again expected to be extremely close.  The election will most likely once again 

come down to the simple philosophical choices, either Americans’ preference for greater 

government intervention and a reduced role in global affairs or less government intervention at 

home and a dominant role on the world stage. 

 

Related Readings   

3.1 The Role of Political Parties 

3.1.1 Historic Role of Parties in Elections 

Reading: Living the Dream: “Studying the Founders Series: The Evolution of Political 

Parties” 

 

3.1.3 The Two-Party System and the Challenges for a Third-Party Candidate  

Web Media: Bloomberg TV: Intelligence Squared: “Is the Two-Party System Making 

America Ungovernable?” 

 

Instructions 

For this assessment, you will compare and contrast the political views of both the Republican 

and Democratic Party and complete a worksheet summarizing these philosophies on a range of 

public policy issues.  

 

After reviewing the related course materials above, please read about the origins of the 

Democratic and Republican parties.   To complete the worksheet, analyze their 2008 party 

platforms (a list of the actions and statements which a political party supports). The links to both 

http://livingthedream.org/political-happenings/studying-the-founders-series-the-evolution-of-political-parties/
http://livingthedream.org/political-happenings/studying-the-founders-series-the-evolution-of-political-parties/
http://vimeo.com/20042393
http://vimeo.com/20042393
http://www.course-notes.org/parties/Democratic_Party
http://www.course-notes.org/parties/Republican_Party
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can be found at The American Presidency Project at the top of the webpage (in either HTML or 

PDF). Summarize their positions on the corresponding issue in the boxes, making note of the 

page number of the party platform document where it can be found.  

 

When reading the party platforms, please note that some of their positions are expansive, so be 

sure to summarize their main points (simply writing “for” or “against” the issue is insufficient).  

Also, keep in mind that platforms are intended to appeal to the largest possible base within the  

party—a difficult task in a membership group representing millions of people—so these 

documents are written with a fair amount of nuance.  To that end, be sure to “read between the 

lines” to get to the core of what is really being stated.  Finally, keep in mind that both parties will 

often have similar goals (i.e. improving education), but have different viewpoints on how they 

should be achieved.  Being aware of this will help you to more clearly distinguish their 

fundamental policy positions.  

 

 Once you have completed your worksheet, refer to the Guide to Responding for detailed 

information on each party’s view, including quotations from the readings to guide your study.  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/platforms.php
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Worksheet 

Comparing Political Parties 

 

Issue Republican Party Democratic Party 

Election and Campaign Reform 

 

  

Education Reform 

 

  

Gay Rights 

 

  

Gun Control 

 

  

Death Penalty 

 

  

Abortion 

 

  

Climate Change 

 

  

Health Care Reform 

 

  

Social Security 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


