
  
  The Saylor Foundation 1       

POLSC 331: Unit 2 Assessment 
Congress: A Member Profile 

 

Pick a member of the U.S. House of Representatives (any one of your choosing) and 
familiarize yourself with the member’s district, electoral strengths and vulnerabilities, 
personal political beliefs and strength of party loyalty, by answering the following 
questions.  

Related Readings: 
1.2.3 Representation and Diversity 

 Reading: Congressional Research Service: Jennifer Manning’s “Membership of 
the 112th Congress: A Profile” 

2.3.3  Types of Committees 

 Reading: Congressional Research Service: Valerie Heitshusen’s “Committee 
Types and Roles” 

 Reading: Contacting the Congress: “Congressional Committees and 
Subcommittees” 
 

Member Profile Outline 
 

1. Introduction: Briefly lay out your member’s personal background: education, 
profession, political career path, race, religion, and party affiliation (see Manning article; 
also, the U.S. House of Representatives  for links to members’ individual websites and 
districts represented). 
 
2. District Characteristics: Urban/suburban/rural, socioeconomic characteristics, for 

example, percentage African American or Hispanic residents, major industries.  Note 
significant changes over time.  Does your member’s social and ethnic background seem 
similar to his or her constituents?  Was it when he or she was first elected?  (Do a 
Google search, i.e., “Pennsylvania 2nd congressional district” or view the U.S. Census 
Bureau’s congressional district profiles).  
 
3. Elections: Assess the 2010 election results in the district.  Does your member have 
a relatively safe seat?  What, in your opinion, are his or her prospects for 2012? (See 
The Huffington Post’s “Politics Daily” for a breakdown of 2010 election results by 
congressional district.) 

 
4. Congressional Committees: Check your member’s webpage to determine what 

committees he or she serves on (and if he or she serves in any leadership roles on the 
committees).  Click on the links to each committee.  What are the duties of the 
committees?  (See “Congressional Committees and Subcommittees” and “Committee 
Types and Roles” articles in subunit 3.2.2).  

 
5. Analyze your member’s key voting record: Does the representative tend to vote 

with his or her political party?  What is the percentage of his or her voting record with 
the party?  (See “The U.S. Congress Votes Database.”)  How do interest groups rate 

http://www.senate.gov/general/search/search_cfm.cfm?q=profile+112th&site=default_collection&num=10&filter=0&x=0&y=0
http://www.senate.gov/general/search/search_cfm.cfm?q=profile+112th&site=default_collection&num=10&filter=0&x=0&y=0
http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/
http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/
http://www.contactingthecongress.org/cgi-bin/committee_list.cgi?site=ctc2011
http://www.contactingthecongress.org/cgi-bin/committee_list.cgi?site=ctc2011
http://www.house.gov/representatives/
http://factfinder.census.gov/servlet/QTGeoSearchByListServlet?ds_name=DEC_2000_110S&_lang=en&_ts=334667426603
http://factfinder.census.gov/servlet/QTGeoSearchByListServlet?ds_name=DEC_2000_110S&_lang=en&_ts=334667426603
http://www.politicsdaily.com/tag/2010-House-Elections/
http://www.contactingthecongress.org/cgi-bin/committee_list.cgi?site=ctc2011
http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/
http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/
http://projects.washingtonpost.com/congress/112/house/members/
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this member’s voting record?  Check The American Conservative Union and the 
American Civil Liberties Union (liberal) for their ideological interpretation of your 
member's votes on issues important to those groups.  What are some of these issues? 
(Remember that a 0% rating means that the member voted against all the 
organization’s endorsed positions and, on the other end of the spectrum, a 100% rating 
means the member’s voting record has consistently supported the organization’s 
endorsed positions.) 
 
6. Campaign Contributions: Which interest groups have contributed money to the 
member’s campaign?  Why would they give to that member?  What are the issues (i.e., 
member ideology, voting history, committee assignments, major district interest) that 
may be a factor in these contributions?  (See “OpenSecrets.org’s 112th Congress” and 
click on your member to view his or her top contributors.)  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.conservative.org/congress-ratings/
http://action.aclu.org/site/VoteCenter?congress=112&location=H&page=congScorecard&cr=1
http://www.opensecrets.org/politicians/summary_all.php?congno=112
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