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POLSC331: Unit 1 Assessment 
Constitutional Convention Plans 

 
Background 

After the United States declared its independence from Britain in 1776, the long process of nation building began.  While 
this era started with creating individual state constitutions, it soon became evident that a national government was needed 
to take on responsibility for diplomatic representation and military control.  The first attempt at a national government was 
laid out in the Articles of Confederation.  The Articles established a loose federation of states that essentially acted as 
individual republics; the balance of power lay heavily in the states’ favor and the national government was far too weak to 
perform even its basic duties, including collecting taxes and raising an army.  
 
Several of the leading men of the era, including Alexander Hamilton and James Madison, determined that it was in the 
best interest of the nation to call a convention for the purpose of strengthening the Articles.  On May 25, 1787, 55 
delegates, representing every state but Rhode Island, met in Philadelphia’s Independence Hall.  After initial discussion, it 
soon became clear that an entirely new framework of government needed to be created.  At this point, the convention 
became known as the Constitutional Convention.  Once the drafting of the Constitution had begun, it became clear that 
the major stumbling block to agreement on a governmental system would be achieving a balance between the needs of 
large and small states. 
 
Instructions 

During the convention proceedings, a number of plans were put forth which would establish the basic framework of 
government.  The four most notable plans (and the ones that created the most spirited discussions) were the Virginia 
Plan, the New Jersey Plan, the Hamilton Plan, and the Connecticut Plan.  For this assessment, fill in the worksheet with a 
short summary of each of these plans in the following categories—whether it called for a federation (like the Articles) or a 
national government; the number of branches of government should have; and the design of the judiciary (courts), 
executive (president), and legislative (Congress) branches.  
 
Related Readings   

1.1.2 The Constitutional Convention 
Web Media: iTunes: National Constitution Center’s “We the People” Stories: “The Summer of 1787” 
Reading: National Archives’ version of Roger Bruns’  “A More Perfect Union: The Creation of the U.S. Constitution” 

 
 

http://www.sparknotes.com/history/american/articles/
http://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/we-the-people-stories/id83213431
http://archives.gov/exhibits/charters/constitution_history.html
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Worksheet: 
 

Plan Federation 
or National 

Government 

# of 
Branches 

Judiciary Executive Legislative 

Virginia      

New Jersey      

Hamilton      

Connecticut/ 
Great 
Compromise 

     

 
 
 
 
 


