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“The Catholic Church as a Revolutionary Agent in Latin America”

The Catholic Church has been, and continues to be, one of the most important social
and cultural forces in Latin American history. Throughout the more than five-hundred-
year history of Catholic influence in Latin America, the church has taken on many roles,
from tool of the conquering Spanish to a bulwark of the postindependence social order.
This assessment will help you review how the Catholic Church took on a new
dimension, becoming a supporter of social and political revolution. The following
questions are taken from the readings in subunit 5.1.2. You should do your best to
answer them from memory, and when you are finished, consult the Saylor Foundation’s
Answer Guide.

1. According to Leonardo and Clodovis Boff, which sector of society was severely hurt
by the economic changes of the 1950s and 1960s, creating what they call a
“prerevolutionary atmosphere”?

2. What was happening internally to the Catholic Church in the 1960s which helped
create the foundations for liberation theory?

3. Please identify and briefly describe each of the four stages in the formulation of
Liberation Theology, as explained by Leonardo and Clodovis Boff.

4. In addition to impoverished peasants in Latin America, what other social groups
adopted some or all of the ideas of Liberation Theology in their own struggles?

5. How has the Catholic Church reacted to the development of Liberation Theology
within its Latin American dioceses?

6. What specific effects did the Vatican Council II have on the transformation of
Catholicism into a progressive political force?

7. Who was Camilo Torres, and why, according to Phillip Berryman, was he an “icon” of
the “progressive church”?

8. Why does Berryman argue that Liberation Theology was most effective under
extreme circumstances, and what example does he use?

9. What important political role did the Catholic Church play in mediation?

10. Despite the return of civilian governments to Latin America, what problems remain,
and what does Berryman conclude about the progressive church?


