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HIST252 
Review Essay 

 
Please write a well-developed essay in response to the following question.  You are 
encouraged to reflect thoroughly on the course readings and to demonstrate your 
understanding of the content.  Be sure not to merely summarize the readings; rather, 
integrate the central points of the readings you deem relevant and elaborate on your 
understanding of the material in order to devise a coherent and reflective essay in 
response to the question.  Be sure to organize your essay into introduction, body, and 
conclusion.  The focus and scope—thesis—of your essay should be clearly articulated 
in the introduction.  The end result should be an essay 4–5 pages in length, double 
spaced, with 1” margins, that synthesizes the course readings with your understanding 
of the core concepts.  Also, be sure to provide full citations for all quoted and 
paraphrased material and include a bibliography.  Use the Chicago Manual of Style for 
document preparation including citations.1 
 

Some of the most pressing issues in contemporary sub-Saharan Africa 
include the debt crisis, political instability, environmental degradation, 
armed conflict, and health concerns.  Select two such issues,2 briefly 
describe the key elements of both issues, and explore the nexus between 
the issues and colonialism.  In essence, what is the relationship between 
such contemporary problems and Africa’s colonial past?  

 

Please note that there is not one definitive answer to this question.  To the extremes, 
some will argue that there is a causal relationship while others will contend that 
colonialism has no bearing whatsoever on Africa’s current problems.  Yet others will 
entertain a middle ground.  You are encouraged to carefully consider the course 
material and form your own opinion.  The success of your essay depends, in part, on 
the strength of your argument.  Be sure to construct a well-reasoned argument with 
ample evidence to support it. 

                                            
1
 The following websites offer helpful information on the Chicago Manual of Style.  You may use the 
Chicago Documentary Note or the Chicago Author-Date System; just be sure to be consistent. 
 
The Chicago Manual of Style Online—Chicago-Style Citation Quick Guide: 
http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html 
 
Williams College Libraries—Chicago Manual of Style Documentary Note: 
http://library.williams.edu/citing/styles/chicago1.php 
 
Williams College Libraries—Chicago Manual of Style Author-Date System: 
http://library.williams.edu/citing/styles/chicago2.php. 
 
2
 Your selected issues should be among the topics explored in Unit 8.  


