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HIST221 
Guide to Responding 

Unit 7.3.3 Study Guide for Simón Bolívar’s “Message to the Congress of 
Angostura, 1819” 

 
Main Point Summary/Background:  
 
Simón Bolívar’s “Message to the Congress of Angostura, 1819” is more than the 
opening speech of a statesman to a constituent assembly; it is a voice that embodied 
realities of a new revolutionary society in Latin America.  Across his address, Bolívar 
examines a large number of political, legal, and social themes; but above all, his speech 
is a meditation on the theme of moral law.  Moreover, Simón Bolívar’s “Message to the 
Congress of Angostura, 1819” also contains exquisite observations on the thought and 
conduct of the criollos and how their European heritage, combined with their native 
traditions, evolved into a truly Latin American culture.  
 
Related Readings:  
 
This reading is related to the other readings in subunit 7.3 (“Resistance and Rebellion in 
the Colonies”), such as Donald J. Mabry’s “Period of Imperial Crisis” and “Causation 
and the Spanish American Independence Movements,” but it is especially related to 
those in sub-subunit 7.3.3, such as Bamber Gascoigne’s “History of the Spanish 
Empire” and “Bolivar and San Martin.”  
 
Instructions:  
 
Following are excerpts from the reading and sample responses that help to answer the 
study questions.  Review these answers after you have completed the study questions.  
Highlighting or taking notes while you read paired with later outlining and paraphrasing 
is an excellent method to ensure comprehension and retention of difficult material. 
 

1. He probably decided to devote the opening of his speech to voice the concerns 
of the criollos.  Numerous discriminatory policies of the Spanish Crown against 
this social class had often been a source of conflict.  As it is reflected in this text, 
to control their own destiny, criollos had to forge their own identity as different 
from their European ancestors.  

 
2. In the text, Bolívar explains: “ . . . we are not Indians; we are but a mixed species 

of aborigines and Spaniards . . . we are disputing with the natives for titles of 
ownership. . . . ” In fact, during the process of independence of Latin America, 
the criollos’s desire to form new nations had negative effects for the Indians.  If 
you remember from early units in this course, during the colonial era, Indians 
practiced communal land ownership; however, at this time, the criollos decided to 
privatize these lands, which led to the displacement of the Indians and numerous 
indigenous uprisings.  
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3. As explained in the instructions for this reading, Bolívar suggests in his address 

“a blend of American and British forms of representative government, with a 
strong central government with effective executive powers”; in other words, he 
suggests a constitutional democracy, in this case a republic, with centralized 
administrative powers.  
 

4. In his address, Bolívar explains as follows: “Slavery is the daughter of darkness.” 
In numerous occasions, Bolívar showed his disgust for slavery.  In fact, he did 
not only oppose slavery in theory, but in practice.  Bolívar, like many other 
members of the aristocracy, owned slaves, but early on in the independence 
process he set them free.  Bolívar always acted out of a deeply humanistic 
conviction, borne by the ideas of the Age of Reason.  
 
The Enlightenment contributed intellectual foundations for a new society, in 
which slavery had no place anymore.  Ideas about equality came from Europe 
and North America to Latin and South America and led to numerous slave 
revolts, such as the Haitian Revolution (1791–1804).  However, apart from moral 
reasons, there were also strategic reasons for Bolívar’s opposition to slavery. 
Any type of violent conflict could have derailed Bolívar’s plans for this newly 
formed nation.  Moreover, in case of a colonial war, Bolívar wanted to neutralize 
the threat of Spain making use of the slaves against the independentists.  

 
5. In his address, Bolívar states that, “ . . . proper morals, and not force, are the 

bases of law . . . .” Enlightenment ideas, such as moral law, particularly appealed 
to the intellectual classes of Latin and South America.  Enlightenment taught 
them of the need for equal rights among people.  Equality, a quality of moral law, 
was of special importance in countries under the control of foreign powers and 
particularly for the criollo class, who had long been discriminated against.  

 
6. Like many other criollos, Bolívar descended from Spanish aristocracy, and he 

received his formal education in Spain.  He even travelled across the Old 
Continent to learn about European culture, politics, and technology.  His worldly 
knowledge is clearly represented in his address, particularly his understanding of 
European and North American politics.   
 
 
 

 
 
 


