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HIST221 
Unit 7.3.3 Study Questions for Simón Bolívar’s “Message to the 

Congress of Angostura, 1819” 
 
Please write out your answers to the questions that follow and/or take notes 
on the relevant areas in the text: Simón Bolívar’s “Message to the Congress 
of Angostura, 1819.”  It is best to get into the habit of doing this while reading.  
You should complete this exercise after you have read and highlighted, or 
noted, areas of the text that you think are important.  The purpose of this 
exercise is to help you follow the author’s intent and to think critically about his 
assertions.  Following are a list of questions that, once answered, will ensure 
that you have a good grasp of this document’s purpose and an in-depth 
understanding of its historical importance. 
 
Context:  
 
Simón Bolívar’s “Message to the Congress of Angostura, 1819” is a speech 
given by the Venezuelan statesman for the purpose of establishing the 
principles of political organization of the “Gran Colombia.”  Gran Colombia 
(Great Colombia) was a newly formed and short-lived republic that comprised 
Colombia, Venezuela, Panama, northern Peru, northwest Brazil, and 
Ecuador.  
 
In 1819, Simón Bolívar, also known as the “Libertador” (the Liberator), 
summoned the second congress of the Provinces of Venezuela in the city of 
Angostura, now Ciudad Bolívar, Venezuela.  This congress resulted in the 
drawing of the Venezuelan Constitution of 1819.  Thus, when reading this 
text, remember that Bolívar’s address is considered one of the most important 
social and political documents in the history of the state formation process of 
Spanish Latin America.   
 
Questions: 
 

1. In the opening paragraph, Bolívar describes Latin American revolutionaries as 
“Americans by birth and Europeans by law.”  Why do you think he chose this 
statement as the opening of his speech? 
 

2. How did Bolívar describe the relation between Latin Americans of European 
descent and the natives? 
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3. According to Bolívar, how should this newly formed nation be governed?  

 
4. How would you describe Bolívar’s attitude toward slavery? 

 
5. According to Bolívar, what is the base for law? 

 
6. By reading his address, how might you describe Bolívar?  Was he a highly 

educated man? 
 

 


