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Study Questions for “Hernando Pizarro on the Conquest of the Incas” 
and Pedro de Cieza de Léon’s “Chronicles of the Incas, 1540” 

 
Please write out your answers to the questions that follow and/or take notes 
on the relevant areas in the texts “Hernando Pizarro on the Conquest of the 
Incas” and Pedro de Cieza de Léon’s “Chronicles of the Incas, 1540.”  It is 
best to get into the habit of doing this while reading.  You should complete this 
exercise after you have read and highlighted, or noted, areas of the texts that 
you think are important.  The purpose of this exercise is to help you follow the 
authors’ intent and to think critically about their assertions.  Below are a list of 
questions that, once answered, will ensure that you have a good outline of 
these documents’ purpose and an in-depth understanding of their historical 
importance. 
 

Context:  

The first text, “Letter from Hernando Pizarro to the Royal Audience of Santo 
Domingo” is a detailed report on the discovery and conquest of Peru written in 
1533. Spanish conquistador Hernando Pizarro was brother to the expedition’s 
commander, Francisco Pizarro. His letter contains a number of interesting 
observations regarding the events that led to the Battle of Cajamarca, and 
subsequent massacre of thousands of unarmed Incas.  

It should be noted that this letter was written by Hernando in 1533 on his 
voyage back to Spain, having been sent by his brother to seek favor for 
Francisco over his difficult partner, Diego de Almagro. Former friends, 
Francisco Pizarro and Diego de Almagro, had a fall out over the spoils of the 
conquest of the Peru.  

The second text, Pedro de Cieza de Léon’s “Chronicles of the Incas, 1540,” is 
a compelling and detailed description of the Incan society and economy. 
Cieza’s work is considered to be the best account of Andean cultures by an 
eyewitness. This excerpt is from the second volume of Chronicles of Peru, 
originally divided in four parts.  

Questions: 

1. By reading Pizarro’s letter, it is clear that Atahualpa had a much larger army than 
the conquistadors. Thus, why do you think the Incas lost the battle of 
Cajamarca? 

 
2. Why do you think Pizarro uses the term “Christians” instead of 

“Spaniards/Conquistadors” or any other non-religious term?  
 

3. How would you describe Atahualpa’s overall attitude toward the conquistadors? 
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4. In his letter, Pizarro dedicates last two paragraphs to talk about the distribution of 
gold. Why do you think he emphasizes this point so much? 

 

5. After reading Pedro de Cieza de Léon's "Chronicles of the Incas," historians have 
stated that the Inca had a "redistributive economy." Why?   

 
6. What were “quipus”? 
 

7. How does Cieza describe the Inca penal system? What does it tell you about 
Incan society and their understanding of authority? 

 

8. By reading this narrative, how might you describe Cieza? Was he a highly-
educated man?  
 

 
 


