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POLSC332
Assessment #1

“Chief Executives Compared”

Summary/Background:
The Founders were faced with a difficult decision in 1787—fix the flawed Articles of
Confederation or develop a new system. Essays in favor of the passage of the
Constitution and those discussing weaknesses in the Articles (written by James
Madison and Alexander Hamilton) were published in the Federalist Papers. The
Federalist Papers were written and published to urge New Yorkers to ratify the
proposed U.S. Constitution, which was drafted in Philadelphia in the summer of 1787.
In lobbying for adoption of the Constitution over the existing Articles of Confederation,
the essays explain particular provisions of the Constitution in detail. For this reason,
and because Hamilton and Madison were both delegates to the Constitutional
Convention, the Federalist Papers are often used today to help interpret the intentions
of those drafting the Constitution.

Undoubtedly, this was a critical time in the history of the United States. The
Confederation had threatened to unravel; the weak central government (which included
a weak executive with the sole responsibility of presiding over meetings of Congress
and no special power to initiate laws beyond that of any member of Congress, enforce
laws, or check acts of Congress) created by the Articles of Confederation had failed. As
part of its goal to form a “more perfect” government, the Constitution of the United
States defined a new role for the executive in a much stronger federal system.

Related Readings:
1.1 The Early Debates over the Executive
The Library of Congress’ “About the Federalist Papers”; The Library of Congress’ The
Federalist Papers: Federalist Papers 51, 68–69, and 70–72

Instructions:
This assessment will help you analyze the responsibilities and powers of the president
as proposed in the Constitution and compare them with the eighteenth-century British
monarchial system. First, refer back to the complaints of the colonists as summarized
by Thomas Jefferson in the Declaration of Independence. This will help you understand
why and how the Founders were cautious about creating a chief executive with too
much power. Also, read about the creation, provisions, and weaknesses of the Articles
of Confederation, which helps to further explain the necessity for a new form of
government. Finally, read Federalist #69, “The Real Character of the Executive,”
Hamilton’s comparison of executive power between that of the proposed Constitution
and the King of England. Once you have completed reviewing the materials, use the
worksheet to fill in your answers to each of the questions posed on the structure of
executive power under both the Constitution and the British monarchy.
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Worksheet
“Chief Executives Compared”

Proposed Constitution King of England

1. How many chief
executives can there
be at the same time?
2. What is the term of
office?

3. What provisions
are made for cases of
abuse of office?

4. What powers does
the chief executive
have to pass laws?

5. What limits are
there on the executive
in the passage of
laws?

6. What military
powers does the chief
executive have?

7. What powers to call
the legislature
together does the
chief executive have?

8. What powers does
the chief executive
have in foreign
affairs?

9. What powers does
the chief executive
have to make
appointments?


