
  
  The Saylor Foundation 1 
 

HIST104 – End of Course Short Answer Quiz Answer Key 

Below, you will find some general thoughts on ways of responding to the short answer 

questions posed at the end of HIST104. 

1.  Arthur Marwick argues that “Many who call themselves „historians‟ do, indeed, 

use „history‟ as a vehicle for expressing their own political commitment.  That is 

sheer is self-indulgence.  History is a scholarly, not a political, activity, and while, 

as citizens, we certainly should act upon our political views, in writing history we 

have an absolute obligation to try to exclude them.”  On the other hand, 

according to Durham University‟s website “What is History?”: “…history is a 

subject where people express their opinions,” meaning that bias is inherent in 

any historical writing.  According to the University of Mary Washington‟s College 

of Liberal Arts and Sciences, “All historians bring to their works their own 

historical perspective.” 

2. According to Spinning Clio: “It can be concluded that History is a science, though 

not an exact science, because History includes the following four elements: a 

body of systematized knowledge, an effective method, a definite subject matter, 

and formulation of general truths.” 

3. According to Penelope J. Corfield: “So understanding the linkages between past 

and present is absolutely basic for a good understanding of the condition of being 

human. That, in a nutshell, is why History matters. It is not just 'useful', it is 

essential.” 

4. According to James Harvey Robinson: “The sources are unconsciously molded 

by the spirit of the time in which they were written.”  On a similar track, NYU‟s 

library resource website reminds historians to “be alert to the biases imbedded in 

primary sources.  Every document is biased, whether deliberately or 

unconsciously, by the point of view of the person who wrote it.” 

5. According to the Society of American Archivists, a library is “a collection of 

published materials, including books, magazines, sound and video recordings 

and other formats,” whereas an archive refers to the collection of materials 

“created or received by a person, family, or organization, public or private, in the 

conduct of their affairs and preserved because of enduring value contained in the 

information they contain or as evidence of the functions and responsibilities of 

their creator, especially those materials maintained using the principles of 

provenance, original order, and collective control.” 

6. According to the Society of American Archivists, provenance is “information 

regarding the origins, custody, and ownership of an item or collection.” 

Furthermore, “provenance is a fundamental principle of archives, referring to the 

individual, family, or organization that created the items in a collection.  The 
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principle of provenance or respect des fonds dictates that records of different 

origins (provenance) be kept separate to preserve their context.” 

7. According to McNeese State University, the advantages of Internet research 

include “currency,” “convenience,” “diversity of information,” electronic access,” 

and “ease of use.”  The disadvantages?  The Internet is “disorganized,” has “no 

standards,” is “transient,” and panders to what is popular or profitable. 

8. According to McNeese State University, libraries are useful because they are 

organized, hold high quality materials, employ staff who can provide assistance, 

maintain collections that are unavailable on the internet, and have a plan with 

regard to acquiring new information.  McNeese also notes that libraries have 

certain disadvantages, including restricted hours of operation and a limit to the 

length of time materials can be checked out. 

9. According to Robert Harris, researchers should keep the “CARS” mnemonic in 

mind when using Internet based sources.  CARS stands for Credibility, Accuracy, 

Reasonableness, and Support.  According to Harris, readers should check a 

source author‟s credentials and relationship to trusted authorities.  In addition, 

the source should be vetted to see if it contains up-to-date, factual information, is 

“fair, balanced, objective, and reasoned,” and contains a valid list of source 

material. 

10. According to Judith Moyer, “Questions of accuracy are not unique to oral history.  

Problems of accuracy hound us no matter what sources of historical data we use.  

If we understand the characteristics of our sources, however, we have a better 

chance of controlling the process to minimize inaccuracies.  As a methodological 

balance to oral history, one can enlist other sources of data such as related 

artifacts, written documentation, and other interviews.  A single interview by itself 

can pose frustrating questions, while an interview in a context of other data can 

clarify details and create a sense of the whole.” 

 

 


