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Elements of Sentimentality in Richardson’s Pamela 
 
 

Discussion Questions: 

1. How would you read the sentimental novel as a product of the Enlightenment? 
 

2. Like Congreve’s The Way of the World, Pamela also takes the issues of marriage 
as its central theme.  In what ways do these novels differ in their figuration of 
love, marriage, and affairs of the heart? 

 
3. Why did he write a sentimental novel rather than a more satirical one?  Consider 

this in relationship to the historical development of the novel as a literary form. 
 
Guide for Responding: 

1. The novel reflects a shift away from the Enlightenment drive towards pure reason 
and science, and instead focuses on the more subjective elements of human 
experience.  After all, the novel takes love as one of its central themes.  In this 
way, The Way of the World functions as an anti-Enlightenment response to 
scientific and philosophical attempts to rationally explain all parts of life.  

 
2. The fact that this novel is a drama rather than a comedy (the latter of which was 

far more popular at the time of its initial publication) is key to understanding the 
text and its relationship to the literary world at that time.  Unlike The Way of the 
World, themes of love, lust, and morality are treated seriously in this work; 
Pamela’s threatened chastity serves a didactic purpose (rather than a comedic 
one), as it places her life in jeopardy.  As the title implies, Pamela’s “virtue”—a 
trait that few of the Congreve’s characters seem to have—is of fundamental 
importance.   

 
3. Because the novel was a new literary form, Richardson was in a unique position 

to shape the genre’s reputation and reception.  Rather than going the comedic 
route, Richardson elected to prove that the novel was a worthy art form by 
attempting to instruct his reader in moral virtues rather than illustrate the 
scandalous or fantastical. 


