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Northern gateway, Sanchi, India. Photograph by Claude & Masako 

Sanchi is a complex of monasteries, stupas and, temples dating from the 3rd century BC to the 

11th century  AD. Although there is no known link to the Buddha, the relics of his two chief 

disciples, Sariputra and Mogallayana, together with the remains of later teachers were enshrined 

here. 

The Great Stupa (known as Stupa 1) is the most complete stupa remaining. The original mound 

was a brick structure built by Ashoka during the 3rd century BC. During the late 1st century BC 

it was enlarged to twice its original size, the dome was encased in sandstone slabs and a 

processional walkway was constructed on the ground level with a stone railing (vedika). A 

square structure (harmika) was constructed on top of the mound which contained a three tiered 

umbrella (chattravali), representing the three jewels of Buddhism - Buddha, the dharma and the 

sangha. Four stone gateways (toranas) were built around the stupa, one each cardinal direction. 

These comprise two upright stone pillars with three architraves, elaborately carved with scenes 

from the Buddha's life and stories from the Buddha's previous existences (jatakas). 

The stupa form developed out of hemispherical funerary mounds, the earliest being used to 

enshrine the remains of the Buddha himself. Over time, stupas came to commemorate the 

Buddha's spiritual achievement, his enlightenment and teachings. Smaller stupas were built as 

votive objects at Buddhist holy sites often clustered around larger stupas. 
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View of stupa & torana, Stupa 1 and western gateway, Sanchi. Photograph by Claude & Masako 

 



Guardian figure, pillar of eastern gateway, Sanchi, India. Photograph by Anukaran Singh, Nagpur. 

 

Detail of Railing (vedika), Sanchi, India. Photograph by John Clarke, 2009 



 

Photograph of Buddhist monuments at Sanchi, Museum no. 2445-1906 

 



Yakshi beneath a mango tree, eastern gateway, Sanchi. Photograph by Claude & Masako 

 

Detail of Gateway (Torana), Sanchi, India. Photograph by John Clarke, 2009 



 

Photograph of Buddhist monuments at Sanchi by James Waterhouse, Museum no. 56:280 



 

Gateway (torana), Sanchi, India. Photograph by John Clarke 



 

Scene of 'The Miracle of Walking on the Waters', narrative relief panel on eastern gateway, Sanchi. 
Phototgraph by Anukaran Singh, Nagpur 



 

Yashas on pillar of western gateway, Sanchi, India. Photograph by Patrik M Loeff 



 

Reliquary casket, steatite, Museum no. IM.219-1921 



 

Detail of Railing (vedika), Sanchi, India. Photograph by John Clarke, 2009 



 

Reliquary in the shape of a stupa, Sanchi, carved rock crystal. Museum no. IM.223-1921 



 

Seated Buddha, Stupa 1, Eastern gateway, Sanchi, India, Gupta period. Photograph by Vinod Sreedhar 



 

Bodhisattva Avalokitesvara, Museum no. IM.184-1910 

 


